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STRANGE' NEWS 


FROM: 


| Hicks s-Hall. 


DER 


OF SOME OF THE 


— Iuftices of the Peace 


For the County of Middleſex, in the laſt 
Quarter-Sefhons, for the Bailiffs of Li- 
berties to Return JURTES. 


Wich fome OBSERVATIONS upon the ſame, in Vin- 
dication of the SHERIFF's POWER. 


Midd. {l. Ad General. Gate” Seſſionem Pacis Domini 
Regis tent. pro Com. Midd. apud Hicks's*Hall i: 
Sc. John's-ſtreet, in Com. praedifto, die. Lune, ſcil. 


Qxarto die Fulii, Anno Regni Regis Caroli Secundi 
nunc Angliz, &c. Triceſimo tertio. | 


”Hereas in this County of Middleſex there are "FU 
Libertics the Lords and Owners whereof have 
Bailiffs of their own, who ought to ſerve all Pro- 


mon thoſe Perſons who are to ſerve upon Juries : 


| And whereas Complain hath been made uato this _ That the 


= Jari 


. ceſs within their reſpeQive Liberties, and to ſum. 


(2)... 

Sheriff of Mdleſex hath of late. very unjuſtly entred the ſaid Li- 
berties, and by Bailitis of his own chuiing hath executed Procels, 
and returned Perſons to ferve upon Juricsy to they mamteſt difinhe- 
ritirig of the ſaid Lords and other Owners bf the ſaid Liberties, of 
their Rights and Privileges, and to the obſtruction and abuſe of 
Juitice ; ſuch Perſons being returned tor Jury men who are no ways 
fit to ſerve. For the prevention whereof tor the time to come, this 
Court hath thought fit, and do therefore oxder, 'Fhat the Sheriff ſhall 
direct all Preceprs and Proceſs 'which are w/bergecuted in Liberties, 
to the Bailifis ot their reſpetive Liberties, and not to any Bailiff of 
his own chuſing, of the Hundred or otherwiſe ; and that the Bai- 
lifts of the reſpective Liberties do from time ro time ſummon fit and 
able Perſons, -and ſuch as are conformable to the Laws, and receive 
the Sacraments as by Law required, to ſerve, apoft the ſaid Jurtes ; 
(It nat being to be expected; that thoſe Perſos wo will not keep 
the Laws themſelves, ſhould executs them agth 
that the Perſons being. returnW by ts ſaid Bailifis 't th 
fo many of thei as are neceſſary, Be by the Sheriff put into the 

Pannel of Juries. And tothe intent this Order may be duly obſer- 

ved, "the Bailiffs of Liberties are hereby required to bring or ſend a 
Note of the. Names of thoſe Perfons who they ſummon to, ſerve 
upon the Grand Jury at every Seilions,; tor be delivered to the Clerk 
of the Peace the Morning before the Seſſions begins, that the Pan- 
nel may be examined. And whereas a Statute was made in the 


Third Year of —_ Eighth,)by wtith Statute the Tan-. 
- 


nek returned by if nfay be reformed by. the Juſtixes ; 


which Statute this Court harh thought fir, tor the better Informati- 


on of all His Majeſties good Subjeas, to ſet forth, ar bize verde. 


5 OT: 
the Sheriff, 61 


a Hereas great Extortions and Oppreſfions be and have 
ve been within the more party ot all the Counties: and 
« Shires within this Realm of Eng/and, by the ſubtilty and un- 


«* truedemeanour of Sheriffs, and their Miniſters, committed and. 


« done unto many Perſons in great number of the King's Subjects, 
* by mean and making and. returning at yn mprer holden 
* within the faid Counties and Shires, for the Body of the Shire, 
</n taking and putting in; and returning of Names of ſuch Per- 
* fons, as tor the fingular advantage, benefit, and gain of the faid 
« Sheriffs, and their Miniſters, will ey forſworn and per- 
* jured, and by the ſiniſter Labour of the ſaid Sheriffs and their 
« Miniſters; by reaſon whereof, many and divers ſubſtantial Per- 
< ſons (the King's true Subjects) contrary to good. Equity 
& Rightwiſeneſs, have divers times and many wryngtylly been 
« indicted of divers Murders, Felonies, and other Nisghaviour, 
* by their covin and falſhood, to the utter undoing of" their Lives, 
<foſs of their Goods and Lands ; hy reaſon whereof, they and 
*every of them in avoiding the uatruth trouble and {ation 

| | | | * WIUCH 


and . 


* which to them might come and enſue, by reaſon and occaſion 
'* of the {ame falſe Inurctments, and alſo ſometimes by labour of 


« the ſaid Sheriffs, divers great Felontes and Murders concealed, 


 * any the ſaid Perſons alfo by the ſaid Sheriffs and their Mini- 


* ſters partially returned, rot preſented, be and have been com- 
* pelled to make Fines and give Rewards to the ſaid Sheriffs and 
« their Miniſters. Wherefore be it Enacted, Ordained, and Eſta- 
« bliſhed by the King our Sovereign Lord, and by the aſſent of the 
« Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons in this preſent 
« Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That 
&« 411 Parinels to be returned which be not at the Suit of any Party; 
« that ſhall be made and put in by every Sheriff, and their Mini- 
« ſter, afore any Juſtices of Giol-delivery, or Jultice of Peace, 
« whereof one to bet Quoram, in their oper Seſſions to en- 
« quirefor the King, ſhall be reformed, by putting to, and taking 
* out of the: Names of the Perſons which fo be empannelled by 


«every Sheriff and their Miniſters, by diſcretion: of the fame 


« Tuſtices before whom fuch Pannels ſhall be returned : And that 
&« the ſame Juſtice or Juſtices ſhall command every Sheriff, and 
« their Miniſters in his abſence, to put other Perſons in the ſame 
<« Pannels by their diſcretions; And that the ſame Pannels fo re- 
* formed by the faid Juſtices, be good and lawful - And that if 
<« any. Sheritt, or any their Miniſters, at any time, do not return 
* the fame Pannel fo reformed, that then every ſuch Sheriff or 
« Miniſter fo offending, for every fuch Offence ſhall forfeit Twen- 
ry Pounds $teriing __y of England, the one half thereof to 
& our Sovereign Lord the King, or his Heirs ; and the other half 
< to him or them of his Subjects that will fue for the fame, by 
.< Action of Debt at the Common Law, or Bill, or Complaint, 
« where it ſhall fortune any ſuch to fall or be; and that none 
*« Efſojgn ne Protection be allowed for the Defendant or Defen- 
« dants'in_ that Attion or Plaint, northat the faid Defendant or 
&« Defendants therein be admitted to wage their Law : "And that 


« the King's Pardon fhall be no Bar againſt the Party and Parties - 


* in the ſame, that any fuch ACtion ſhall fue. 


' Itis therefore Ordered by this Court, That the faid Statute ſhall 
every Seflions in this County be duly executed. And it is further 
Ordered, That the Petition now read be forthwith preſented to 
HiS Majeſty by the Chair-man Sir Z7umphrey Nicholſon, Sir Foh 
Parſons, Sir Richard Deerham, Colonel Downton, Mr. Balch, Mr. Ffa- 
mond, Mr. Reynel, Mr. Haryot, Mr. Hawley, and Mr. Pery, to attend 
His Majeſty, together with the Clerk of the Peate. A 
| er Cur. 


Ex. per Will, Adderley Cler. Pacis Com. 
Midd. pred. 
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Foregoing Order. 


A&t of Parliament, and ſo by no pretence could be ſhaken ; yet 
their Worſhips in that Caſe wouldappear to have ſtrangely miſtaken 
themſelves, when they rn er rder; for every one knows, 


that in many Caſes the Bailifi ave 1 | 
cute Writs, although the Sheriff ſhould dire& his Precept to them | 
for that purpoſe. For ſome things are ſo inherent to the Office of $2, 
Sheriff, that it cannot by ariy, means be Delegated to another ; as in 
Rediſſeiſin, making Partition, and the like. In ſome Caſes he muſt 
be diſobedient to his Majeſties Writs, ſhould he dire& Warrants to 
the Bailiff of any Liberty g as where he is commanded not to omit 
for any Liberty, but that he enter, the ſame, and: execute ſuch a 
Writ: which is the Form that till now, hath been always uſed where 
the King is concerned. And if the Sheriff ſhould take upon him 
to make ſuch a Warrant, whether the Bailiff hath executed it or 
not, the Sheriff cannot make a good Return to the ſame ; for, Man- 
davi Ballivo qui nullum mihi dedit reſponſum hath been hitherto held 
to be no good Return to any ſuch Writ. Andas to Summoning of 
Juries, I believe they cannot ſhew one Precedent where the Bailiff 
of Liberties ever Returned one Jury-man to ſerve in the Juries for 
the County. And therefore their Worſhips had betray'd their Igno- 
rance leſs, and their, Inclinations more, if they had faid, That for \ 
the ſerving ſome pretty Turns, they had a mind that Bailiffs of Li- 
berties ſhould for the future ſummon Jury-men ; than in ſaying, 


They ought to ſummon them. 


The next Paragraph ſays, That a Complaint, had been made to that 
Court, that the Sheriff of Middleſex had of late very unjuſtly eritred 
the ſaid Liberties, and by Bailiffs of his own chuſing hath executed 
Preceſs, and returned: Perſons to ſerve upon Juries, to the manifeſt diſ- 
inher iting of the Lords aud other Owners of the ſaid Liberties of their 
Rights and Privileges, and t6 the obſtruftion and atuſ+* of Juſtice. 


| | (41 3 
OBSERVATIONS 


-ON THE 


He firſt Paragraph containsbold and ignorant Aſſertions, 
viz. That the Bailiffs of the Liberties ought to- ſerve all 
Proceſs within their reſpedtive Liberties, and to ſummon 
thoſe Perſons who are to ſerve upon Furies. | 


Now ſuppoſe theſe Liberties had been ere&ed by 


of Liberties have not power to exe- 


+ 


d } 


Can 


.. Cam any -Man' believe that the Juſtices in the: Quarter-Seſfioris; 
who either ynderſtood.or had a mind to preferve the Laws of Eng- 
land, ſhould take. upon them to receive Complaints of this-nature, or. 
pretend, go; xedreſs them z_ the Matter, being ſo wholly out of the 
Cognizance. df this Court 2 They mygy as well undertake to hear 
Complaints for ;Debts,, Ailize of Nave/, Difſeiſin, and other Contro- 
verſies of, Meum and Zuwm,, or other Matters of. a Civil Natute; with 
which Juſtices of Peace cannot Legally medgle, unleſs in fome par- 
ticular Caſes ſpecially provided for by, Act of Parliament,” But 'tis 
no wondeg thar the willing, Bench were ready. to receive any Com- 
plaint againſt;the Sheriff, to give colour, to what. they, have long de- 
ſgn'd,, which I forbear tp,mention,.'but leave every. intelligent Rea- 
dex to. judge; upon reading this very Qrder. . That, the Summoning; 
_ Juries yo Sherifi's Baalifls, thould be pretended to be to the ob- 
{truction and abuſe of Juſtice, is.very,wondertul; it being plain to 
all indifexept Men, that Middleſex was never ſerved with abler or 
honeſter Juries, than fince the preſent Sheriffs eritred into that Of- 
fice: . Indeed they: ſeldom agreed, in matters of State,” either witlr 
Abhorrers of Parliaments, or:Addreflers giving Thanks for the Dif- 
ſolution of the Two.,laſt Parliaments ;/they never underſtood.the 
Politicks {p well, to believe this Government; was better'd by. ſuch 
Diſſolutzons: nor could they. belieye,, that the laſt. Parliament had 
_ a Deſign, toſeize His Majeſty at Oxford, which, was never thought 

'on, certainly; till very lately.; otherwiſe that alone (if it had been 
true) might have been, with. great;;Advantage, offered as a Reaſon 
in Fas Mes Declaxatian,. and-had been. of greater weight for 
the Diſſolution of the laſl; Parliament, chan all the Reaſons in that 
Declaratiog mentioned. ;. For theſe, and other ſach like Reaſons; the 
Juries,have obGructed and abuſed Juſtice, 1 4 4) 


I gna DJ 3 £71 ol; 93 { THY" SIE $I 2: 
Next follows the Courts Opinion of theſe Juries, (v7z.) Such Per- 


ſons being, retutued for Fuxy-men,' who are no ways. fif va ſerve: 51." 
A, they take ;the liberty to ſlander many.'better Mem! than. 
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(6):. - 

much excceded all the Rules and Bounds which the Higlteſt Courts 
always have governed themſelves by : I am ſure, in this Caſe ng 
Court in Enz/and could de jure make ſuchan Order, (the Legiſlative 
Power onely excepted.) And it any Court had undertaken it, it 
muſt have been void, and againft the Law. } For, the Law is nor to 
be contrglled by the Order or Decree of any Court: Alt Proceed- 
ng: ought to go in their ancient Regular way ; not in this new- 
fathion'd French Poptſh Dreſs. © Indeed this Order . tooks' much like 
an Att of Parliament: And how they deſerve to be rewarded, that 
aſſume to themſelves a Legiſlative Power, contrary to Law, Idoutt 
not but will in the next Parliament be taken into Coriſfideration. 

Tf this be allowed to be an Order good in Law, there will- be need 
of no other Court in the Nation; . they having been fo ingenious, to 
find out ſucha fine ſhort way to determine-all our Rights, which we 
nor our dull Anceſtors ever thought on. That this Order js not 
practicable, will appear by what is faid upon the Firlt Paragraph. 


The next Part contains Dire&tions to the Bailifls of the. Lerties ; 
which is as wiſe as the reſt. It none but ſuch- as obſerve the Laws 
were to be Jury-men, I doubt the Bailifls would have a hard Task 
to find out Men enough in the whole County 'to make one Jury. 

| Now theſe Worthy Juſtices would make that 'a Diſability to ſerve 
/ upon Juries, which is none according to the Law. - You ſhall never 
hear them complain, that- the: Sheriff hath returned” Adulterers, 
Whoremongers, Swearers, Drunkards, or Cheats, tobe upon a'Jury ; 
for /imil;s il gaudet : yet theſe 'are much -more a Seandat to the 
Civil Governmetit; than ſuch that do not receive the'$zerament 
kneeling, uſe the Croſs in-Baptiſm, or the like Eſſential Parts of Re- 
ligion, and yet live as ſober and- as conſciencious in all their ways, 
as any that do adore thoſe Ceremonies. 29 


And as to their Complaint, Thit the Execution of the Laws can- - 
not be by ſuch as do 'not obſerve them : I de challenge them to give 
One Inſtance, that any Treaſons, Murders, Felonies, Debaucheries, or 
other Immoralities, have not beet! duly Jenn upon probable 
and credible Evidence. Indeed there are fome things not to be be- 
- | lieved, if Five hundred Witneſſes ſhould ſwear'it: as, That a luſt y 
" Old Woman:transformi'd her felf into -a Cat, and afterwards to a Fly ; 
crept through the Crevice of a Door, 'or.the Key-hole; went to the 
Eaſt-Indies, and returned, in one Night: That Thirty thouſand 
Men, well Armed, were carried by the Presbyterians to Oxford in a 
Nut-ſhell ; and that there they remained a whole Week inviſible ; 
That they were upon the Difſolation of the Parliament carried back 
by the ſame way they came; and that theſe Thirty thoufand-Men 
have ſince, the Nut-ſhell being/a little too narrow for them, crept 
. into Co/tcdge's Belly, from whenee (as of old from the'7rofay Horle) 
"i they would'have before 'how! ſeFout” Arttiod?#0'the/Deftruftion of 


£ 
ww or —Iem—_—RC — . - -_ . 


z 
| 
- 
. 
. 
t 
» . 
h 
[1 
= 
2 
7 
" 
' 
; 
[ 
E 2 
* 
: 


" 
% 
: 


1 

' 

| 
4 
4 
| 
[ 
: 
. 


Weed cog Iv 
* i 


Ae 


A Reach MR < : ( -” 
oF >+ * Q bs "AL +. %s 
0 s * 
my 


the 


\ 


r OE; 5 4 : * . p - 4 
g - : i s - ” " . - _ FI 
2 ” = - »', » FS 0 » 
t» 2 "0x" p = BT > , ef , 4 . o , 
XEWM fol 5 I> __ fm... - [ , i "_ : . En7 5 £ 4 » 44 & 2 - AS Tt, 
I - £ 

en Et 42 = 3» : Loa wa ad - wal L, _— RT IHE? DP xk 3 YL EE © $3.3 

bs Y 7, COOL - — A > 4 - IIS 4 nr” XY < es. IE xt : ; & o 7.4 


the King and Governinent, had not ſome tit faw them & in, tirtie- 
Iy diicovercd the fam; and ſwore it, and by ſecuring Cotedge, with 
theſe in his Belly, ſaveg the Nation. Jurics tiiat wouid Indict a Mart 
»pon ſuch Evidence, would be White-boys. | 
Cut now ſuppoſe tie Sheriffs ſhould be forced to comply with this 
Order, thougl!| believe they never will ; V hat Advantage it can be 
to our Herocs Detigns, is to be- conſidered, that the World may 
ſee, that all cheir Contrivances hitherto will tall much ſhort of their 
Aims. Tf the Sherift thou!d itſue out his Precepts ro the Bailifis of 
Liberties, he muſt alſo infert the Names of fuch as he wou'd have 
ſummoned ; for there muſt not be as many Juries ſummoned, as 
there are Bailitis of Liberties. If the Sheriff muft ſtill nominate 
them, what can this advantage the Contrivers 2 The Bailifts of Li- 
berties indeed would have a fine time, to ſpend their time in doing 
the Sheriff's Drudgery. But I hear that the City of London claim- 
ing by Charter of Z. 1. the-whole County of Middle/ex in Fee-farm, 
at 3oo/. per Annum, which hath been ſince conſtantly paid; do look 
i upon all Liberties ſince granted or erected,” as to what concerns the 
Sheriftwick, to be meer Uſurpations; and therefore (as I am well 
aſſured) the Sheriff will not iſſue out ſuch Warrants, ro the diſin- 
| | heriting of the City of what hath been ſo often confirmed to them, 
f not als by divers Charters, but by ſeveral Atts of Parliament. 


That which next follows, is, the Recital of an ACt of Parliament 
made to prevent. the innocent from” being wrongfully Itidi&ted or 
Proſecuted, and the concealment of the Crimes of the Guilty z which 
will plainly appear upon reading thereof. Now whether the De- 
ſigns of theſe Juſtices be correſpondent to the Deſigns of that A&t, 
or rather be not quite contrary to it, / leave all the World, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as know them, to judge, _ ” 


n the, laſt place, it rdered, That a Petition, then read, ſhould be 
forthwith preſented td His Majeſty, by the ſeveral Perſons therein na- 
med. What Petition this was, / cannot juſtly ſay , but 7 gueſs tt 
to be a Petition from the Juſtices to His Majeſty, beſeeching him to 
make Sir Wilram Smith Sherift of Middleſex ; not conſidering, that 
thereby they Petitioned His Majeſty to-violate ſeveral Acts of Par- 
liament, His own and ſeveral of His Noble Progenitors Charters : 
Which ſhews the Wiſdom, as well as Juſtice, of our Learned Bench, 
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